of Vienna. ?As an introduction to an article which will appear in the next number of this J ournal1 upon the irregularities of the spanning of the drumhead, I will communicate the results of my investigations, conducted both upon the living and the dead subject on the healthy membrana tympani, in the present number.
The statements made by various recent authorities are in many ways similar, but for practical purposes they are by no means satisfactory. They are least so as yet upon the fundamental conditions which bring about the plane and curved portions of the membrana tympani in its normal healthy condition, although our practical wants demand them first of all, so that nothing may remain obscure.
In the words, the drumhead is not so tensely stretched, but that it is moved by like Besides what has already been said, the facts of the case distinctly prove, that, if we take a simple animal membrane, and bring it in all its parts shaped and fashioned to correspond with the natural membrana tympani, and unite it to the handle of the malleus, after the method of nature's union, we do not form a well-marked umbo.
There is formed a more or less well-impressed deepening, which is nevertheless associated with folds in its structure that do not correspond to the normal condition of the drumhead.
(To be continued.) 1 This is most easily accomplished, if, with a fine sharp convex knife, we make an incision along the inner border of the hammer, removing with care the cut-through chorda tympani and the mucous membrane, and then separate the hammer from the drumhead, thereby leaving the cartilaginous structure attached to the drumhead.
